SAMCHAINU GUIDE TO THE

HALACHOS OF SHAVUOS

A SELECTION OF LAWS & CUSTOMS WITH A FOCUS ON SINGLE MOTHER FAMILIES
Reviewed by Rabbi Yosef Eisen Shiit'a

The wIT7N N"7W writes that learning and properly observing the
Halachos of a an infuse the Yom Tov with tremendous Bracha.

Please note that the Halachos and Minhagim contained in this
article follow the custom of T1DWN '12.

ann 'anin

We have a anin to beautify our homes and Shuls with flowers and greenery as a remembrance of the joy that we had
by mmnn.

There is a 21NN to eat dairy on NIIAW. The X"'N1 explains the reason for the an1n as follows: Halacha dictates that a dairy
meal cannot be eaten with the same bread used at a meat meal. Eating a dairy meal insures that every household
would have at least two NI7N, as a 121 for the DN7n MW 1217 that was brought on nwiaw. Another well-known
explanation for this anin is brought down by the NN n1wn. Immediately after N1INn N73j7, the Yidden did not have any
meat that was Kosher to eat, and instead ate dairy. Therefore, as a 121 we eat dairy.

NNl ng7Tn

In contrast to Shabbos, when we light candles before Shkiah, on niviay we may light ninl on once it is already Yom Tov.
An existing flame must be used. Once candle lighting is completed, the candle used to light may not be extinguished,

and should be put in a place where it can burn out on its own

™My

When Yom Tov falls on Motzei Shabbos, n'7T1an is said as part of Kiddush of the Yom Tov nTIvO. This Nn712n is referred to
as 1'"Mij7", which is an acronym for the order of the nNI>1a said- N'772N,(WNN NINA 'N1I2) 11 ,(D1NTAI7NYY UT7NR) UITi7 ,(19a0) 1"
(") Nt (W77 w7 112 7T1ann).

A regular “n712n candle” should not be used, since the fire may not be extinguished after n71an. Instead, the n>11 of
"UNN NINN N1 should be said on the 110 OI' NN that already have been lit. D'nwA are not used.

Yol '7DIN

The same NIDN7N that are forbidden on Shabbos are forbidden on Yom Tov as well. There are, however, certain
leniencies that apply to some NIDN'7N on Yom Tov. It is important to realize that these leniencies do not imply that the

NON7N is entirely permitted on Yom Tov, rather it is permitted under certain circumstances.

The Torah says, “NPY! iT27 NN O] 727 7N TWN N 02 NWY! N7 NIN7N 72" No NdN'7N may be done on Yom Tov, except for
that which falls into the category of "wo1 72IN;", for eating purposes. This includes NIDN7N involving food preparation.
Cooking and baking are permitted because the purpose of these nidDN7N is for “wo1 ‘7DIN".
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In general whenever a NON'7N is permitted on Yom Tov, it is still preferable to do the NoN'7n before Yom Tov if possible.
However, since food tastes better fresh, one may cook on Yom Tov even though it could have been done before.

Certain foods can be cooked in advanced with no affect on the taste. Such foods should be prepared before Yom Tov.

Food may only be prepared for the current day (or after nightfall, for the following day). Food may not be prepared for
after Yom Tov, or even from one day of Yom Tov to the next. One is not required to calculate exactly how much food

will be consumed that day of Yom Tov, as long as the purpose of cooking is for the current day of Yom Tov.

STOVETOPS/OVENS

Since making a fire is necessary to prepare food, 1'van (igniting a fire), is technically permitted XNnmMINTR. However, 7'1N
forbade creating a new fire on Yom Tov. As such, turning on an electric light or appliance is forbidden. Lighting a flame
from an existing fire is permitted. It is also permitted to increase an existing fire. Therefore, one may raise or lower the
flame on a stovetop that is already lit for the sole purpose of cooking, or preventing food from burning. One may

notlower a flame once the food has been removed, since then the NdN7n would not be for wo1 7DIN.
Ovens with manual knob adjusters can be raised if the fire is already on.

Contemporary ovens with digital dials may not be adjusted on Yom Tov.
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